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For those who love aviation the way we love
automobiles, December 2003 will be the most
memorable month ever - the centennary of powered
flight. Since the Wright Brothers first flew their self-
propelled glider way back in 1903, we have leapt
across oceans like they were millponds.

Today on a flight, one may hardly spare a thought
about the intricacies of flying - there’s plenty to occupy
you otherwise - business or pleasure. Before you
know it, it is time to disembark.

Back in 1903,
powered flying was a
challenge many
hoped to conquer,
but just two
succeeded - Wilbur
and Orville Wright.

From humble beginnings in
1892 as bicycle repairers, the
brothers quickly graduated to
manufacturing their own called
Van Cleves and St. Clairs. The
death of a famous German
glider pilot in 1896 prompted
Wilbur to write to the
Smithsonian Institution in USA,
seeking information on
aeronautical research.
Between 1900 and 1902, the brothers laboured
unsuccessfully, but persevered.

They created a wind-tunnel,
' pioneering the concept, to
| enable in-house testing of
their glider designs. The
1902 glider flew a record
620 feet. Having put the
proverbial wind beneath their
wings, they concentrated their efforts on developing
a propeller and engine - to pioneer powered flight.
They developed a 4-cylinder, 12 hp engine, built by
Charlie Taylor. The propellers were designed using
similar principals to that of the wing design.

On 14th December 1903, Wilbur won a coin toss and
made the first attempt at powered flight. The engine
stalling shortly after takeoff, caused the plane to
crash. Damage was minor and was repaired on site.
At 10:30 a.m. on 17th December 1903, Orville made
the first heavier-than-air, machine powered flight in
the world, lasting 12 seconds and covering just 120
feet. He achieved what humans dreamed about for
centuries.....he flew!

1900 - The Wright kite,
the first attempt at flying,
had to be towed by two
volunteers while the
Wright Brothers made
their observations.
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1901 - The Wriht Brothers with téeirodiﬁed glider.
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1902 - Orville Wright - airborne.

The man (Charlie
- Taylor) and the

—  motor (4 cyl. 12 hp
| engine).
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